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the constitutional amendment, if it is 
ratified, of course, becomes part of the 
Constitution. Then we will have more 
discipline in the Congress when it 
comes to spending taxpayers’ money 
and when it comes to ordering prior-
ities. 

Beyond that, anything else that 
should occur, we will make an an-
nouncement on the Senate floor this 
afternoon. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
THOMAS). Under the previous order, 
there will now be a period for the 
transaction of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak up to 5 
minutes each, with Senator DASCHLE, 
or his designee, in control of the first 
90 minutes, and Senator COVERDELL, or 
his designee, in control of the second 90 
minutes. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI addressed the 
Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak for 
about 10 to 12 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE 
STORAGE IN CALIFORNIA 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
wish you a good morning. I ask you to 
imagine the following situation: You 
are stricken with bone cancer. Unfortu-
nately, your doctor informs you that 
radiation therapy is no longer an op-
tion because it creates low-level radio-
active waste and they simply cannot 
store any more. 

Or another one: A loved one tests 
HIV positive. Sadly, we learn that 
breakthrough research using radio-
active materials to find a cure for 
AIDS is being suspended. Why? Because 
we cannot store any more waste. 

Finally, imagine this: You are the 
parent of a student at the University of 
California. You’re informed that a fire 
occurred in a radioactive storage waste 
building on campus and exposed your 
son or daughter to radiation released 
by the fire. 

These are not farfetched situations, 
Mr. President. In fact, radioactive 
waste is piling up on college campuses, 
hospitals, and businesses at some 800 
sites in California alone. 

This chart tries to depict the dis-
tribution of low-level radioactive waste 
that is stored today in California. The 
current situation shows that it is vir-
tually all over—in the bay area, the 
Sacramento area, southern California, 
Los Angeles, San Diego, and so forth. 
There are 2,254 material licensees who 
store waste at some 800 sites in popu-
lated areas, endangered by the threat 
of fires, earthquakes, and floods. It is 
an extraordinary expense and duplica-
tion of effort. 

Over 2,000 colleges, hospitals, and 
businesses in California alone are li-
censed to use radioactive materials. I 
have a list of them. There are radio-
active materials or waste in San Fran-
cisco, as a matter of fact, at the Golden 
Gate Park in San Francisco; in China-
town, at 845 Jackson Street, to be spe-
cific; the University of San Francisco 
at 2130 Fulton Street; in Santa Monica 
at 2200 Santa Monica Boulevard; in 
Beverly Hills at 9400 Brighton Way. 

These are just a few of the research 
centers, the hospitals, the biotechnical 
firms, and the cancer treatment cen-
ters that use radioactive materials. 
These materials are needed and used to 
improve and prolong our lives. 

But we endanger our opportunity to 
enjoy these benefits when we do not 
allow the State of California to carry 
out the radioactive trash for proper 
disposal. That is exactly what is hap-
pening today because our Interior Sec-
retary, Bruce Babbitt, will not allow 
the State of California to dispose of its 
low-level waste at Ward Valley, which 
is the site California has licensed for 
this waste. 

Mr. President, let me show you the 
second chart. This is California with-
out those 800-plus sites, with 1 site des-
ignated as a repository for low-level 
waste, 1 site in a remote area away 
from the populated areas, away from 
the area of southern California, away 
from the bay area. This was a site se-
lected after a 7-year process of sci-
entific study and public input. It is a 
site secure from fires, earthquakes, and 
floods. It is carefully monitored and 
regulated, meeting all Federal and 
State health and safety protection 
standards. 

Is it not better, Mr. President, to just 
have 1 site for low-level radioactivity 
instead of over 800 sites? Certainly it 
is. Soon we could reach a point where 
advanced medical treatment for can-
cers and other medical research will be 
curtailed or even halted due to a fail-
ure to deal with the waste problem. 

Is this a sane situation? Certainly 
not. Unfortunately, many of the tem-
porary sites used for storage of radio-
active waste across California are vul-
nerable to exposure such as fires, 
earthquakes, or floods, which could 
cause an accidental release of radioac-
tivity in urban or suburban neighbor-
hoods. Doctors are worried that the 
storage problem will impact, if you 
will, future cancer treatment. Re-
searchers are worried that it will im-
pact medical research. Educators are 
wondering how they will explain to the 
parents of students that their children 
live on campus that stores low-level ra-
dioactive waste. 

Clearly, Mr. President, California has 
an environmental problem. But to Cali-
fornia’s credit, California has acted in 
good faith to address this problem. 

Mr. President, as chairman of the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, which has the oversight for 
this matter of both low-level and high- 
level radioactive waste, I commend the 

Governor and the State of California 
for the manner in which they have at-
tempted to live under the Federal law 
which has given the States the author-
ity to address low-level waste. 

Acting in accordance with the Low 
Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act 
and all applicable environmental laws 
and regulations, California has found a 
solution. California wants this radio-
active waste, used, again, by more than 
2,200 licensees in California, they want 
it to be removed from those 800 subur-
ban and urban locations to a safe, li-
censed monitoring location at Ward 
Valley in the Mojave Desert, which I 
have shown on the chart here. 

Let us go back and look at a little of 
the history. After an 8-year effort 
under the NRC guidelines, the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission guidelines, 
and the expenditure of over $45 million, 
the California Department of Health 
Services issued a license for a low-level 
waste site at Ward Valley. The Cali-
fornia Department of Health had the 
authority to issue the license. The Fed-
eral Government gave them the au-
thority. They issued it. 

But even with that license in hand, 
the operator of the site has been unable 
to begin construction and operation be-
cause radical antinuclear activists 
have launched a crusade to stop Ward 
Valley. Those activists have used every 
conceivable method. They have sued. 
They have demonstrated. They have 
occupied the site. They have made out-
rageous and scientifically indefensible 
claims. 

But these groups are wrong. They 
have been proven wrong. All of their 
radical lawsuits challenging the li-
censes have been heard, and they have 
been dismissed. Their legal challenges 
have been exhausted. 

Two environmental impact state-
ments have shown their radical claims 
about Ward Valley’s environmental im-
pacts to be absolutely inaccurate, just 
plain wrong. The two biological opin-
ions from the Endangered Species Act 
have shown their radical claims about 
Ward Valley’s impact on the desert tor-
toise are simply wrong. They have 
reached out under every conceivable 
avenue in an attempt to find an excuse 
to stop going ahead with Ward Valley. 

In a special scientific report which 
was prepared for Secretary of the Inte-
rior Babbitt, the National Academy of 
Sciences concluded, on the issue of 
ground water contamination which was 
certainly a legitimate consideration, 
that there is a highly unlikely prospect 
of any potential threat of ground water 
contamination in this area with so lit-
tle rainfall out in the Mojave Desert. 

They further stated that there is no 
health threat posed to Colorado River 
drinking water as some of the radical 
opponents continue to erroneously 
claim. They claim that somehow this is 
going to seep down into the ground 
water and get into the Colorado River. 
They will reach out and conclude al-
most anything, Mr. President. 

As the chairman of the National 
Academy’s committee recently wrote: 
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